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February 7, 1958 – DoD Directive 5105.15
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DARPA role in science and technology (S&T)

Term to acquisition program

Near-term Mid-term Long-term

S&T programs 
for the Armed 

Services Fundamental research
Leading-edge discovery  
System concept invention

DoD 
S&T funding ($)

DARPA investments

Distribution Statement A: Approved for Public Release, Distribution Unlimited.



7

DARPA and NSF models

NSF: Science
• Basic research driven by curiosity and discovery

DARPA: Impact
• Transform revolutionary concepts and even seeming 

impossibilities into practical capabilities
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DARPA project focus

34937

• Prove something is possible, then move on
• Keep ideas fresh through planned turnover in personnel
• Willingness to take risks and tolerate failure
• DARPA offices organized around broad technical thrusts



ADDRESS SPACE 
LAYOUT 

RANDOMIZATION
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Information Innovation

PERSONALIZED ASSISTANT 
THAT LEARNS

LANGUAGE 
TRANSLATION

AUTONOMOUS 
VEHICLES

CYBER GRAND 
CHALLENGE

27784

THE 
INTERNET

RED BALLOON 
CHALLENGE

MOTHER OF 
ALL DEMOS
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Information Innovation Office (I2O)

Farfade, Saberian, and Li 2015 Credit: iMore

Foundations of artificial intelligence Foundations for advanced ICs

The internet
The first mouse
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Information Innovation Office (I2O)

Proficient 
artificial 

intelligence

Confidence in the 
information 

domain

Advantage in cyber 
operations

Resilient, 
adaptable, and 
secure systems

34937

11 programs + 5 AI explorations

6 programs 15 programs

17 programs
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Program Managers 
• Key becoming familiar with DARPA’s challenges and opportunities
• Contact a PM to gain insight about your idea prior to submitting an abstract, white paper, or proposal
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I2O proposers' day
• Fall 2024
• I2O mailing list: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/9rZHGPf

DARPA Connect 
• Stimulate growth and collaboration with small businesses and 

education institutions new to the national security space
• Upcoming events:

• DARPAConnect Arizona Regional Pop-up Event
• Feb 29, 2024
• Warehouse 215, 215 East Grant Street, Phoenix, AZ

• South by Southwest
• Mar 8, 2024, to Mar 12, 2024 
• Austin, TX

Doing business with DARPA 
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darpaconnect.us

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/9rZHGPf
https://www.darpaconnect.us/


www.darpa.mil
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