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Making a Federal Case for Computing

or
“Wow, things just got complicated”





CRA Government Affairs



“There are decades where nothing happens, 
and there are weeks where decades happen.”



???
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Tonight’s talk… 

● A few issues we’re watching closely now and what we’re 
doing (or not doing) about them

● How you can engage
● Q&A – time permitting 





CRA Government Affairs

Stephanie Forrest, ASU





“Ensuring the Health of the R&D Ecosystem”

● Access to Talent
● Impediments to Research 
● Research Funding and Priorities
● Socially Responsible Computing



Challenges - Process

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Visualization-of-How-a-Bill-Becomes-a-Law_Mike-WIRTH.jpg



Challenges - Process

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/30/us/politics/omnibus-bills-congress.html



Challenges - Fiscal Reality 



Challenges - Ubiquity of Computing

What GenAI thinks Congress 
claiming jurisdiction over AI 

looks like



Topics

● Research Security
● Mis- and Dis-information Research
● Problematic actions by states (primarily around DEI)
● The Next Administration

cra.org/blog – Computing Research Policy Blog

http://cra.org/blog


Research Security

● Improper foreign influence in federally-funded 
research

● Research agencies are under pressure from 
policymakers to take action



Research Security - 2



Research Security - 3
Program elements include:
● Cybersecurity
● Foreign Travel Security (reporting)
● Research Security Training
● Export Control Training

Guidelines: 
● Don’t stigmatize or discriminate
● Flexible
● Minimal admin impact
● Minimal impact to smaller institutions



Mis- and Dis-Information Research

Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH)



Mis- and Dis-Information Research - 2



Mis- and Dis-Information Research - 3

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/academic-freedom/2023
/12/04/misinformation-research-plows-ahead-so-do





The Election… 



CRA Quadrennial Papers



2024 CRA Congressional Visits Day

September 10-11, 2024

Tues, 9/10 - Travel to DC, 1 hour of 
training, thank-you reception! 
Wed, 9/11 - Meetings with 
Congressional offices that we arrange

Help us make the case for 
strengthening investments in 
fundamental computing research! 

http://cra.org/govaffairs/blog/cvds/

http://cra.org/govaffairs/blog/cvds/


CRA/CCC Leadership in Science Policy 
Institute (LiSPI)

● 1.5 day workshop
● Features presentations and 

discussions with science policy 
experts, current and former Hill 
staff, and relevant agency and 
Administration personnel about 
mechanics of the legislative 
process, interacting with agencies, 
advisory committees, and the 
federal case for computing.

● Call for nominations late Fall 2024 
or early Spring 2025! 



Friends of the Government Affairs 
Committee Email List

To join, just drop me a line at harsha@cra.org! 

Peter Harsha
COO and Senior Director of Government Affairs
Computing Research Policy Blog: cra.org/blog 

mailto:harsha@cra.org
http://cra.org/blog


Game Session
Choose a game

Poker Spades Collapsing 
Qubits

Find the corresponding rules sheet

Play! Have fun!

Winner keeps the cards!!
(leave unwanted cards on table)



Follow CRA on social media

Stay connected!


