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Pamela Gibbs
Wife, mom of 2 humans & a 
dog.
B.S.(2), MBA, DSc. holder
Currently at a Crypto Start-up
Lover of travel pop culture, & 
all things Beyoncé.
My career? I go to the beat of 
my own drum…I’m paid to be 
nosey.

“My life is dope. I do dope 
shhhh.” - Kanye West



Maximizing your experience during CRA

• Take a moment and recognize that you're here - live 
in that moment 

• Connect with others, network and create 
relationships 

• Expand your experience by attending a variety of talks

– Coming up with a game plan

• There is no such thing as a dumb question - ask 
anyway



Maximizing your experience post CRA

• Explore the city with friends/new friends

• Find out what makes this city unique 

• Try to do at least 1 cultural thing

• Capture memories 

• Don’t miss the party



Lessons learned from CRA

• Embrace your story - it’s your secret sauce and it has value

• Recognize that you aren’t alone in feeling unsure -
imposter syndrome is real thing 

• Build community 

• Volunteer whenever you can 

• Actively develop time management skills, setting 
boundaries, and saying NO



Impact of CRA 
on my life…



Marilyn Iriarte
Third-year Ph.D. Candidate
University of Maryland

Research Interests: HCI, CSCW, 
Identity Development, Adolescents, 
Underrepresented populations.

Contact: miriarte@umd.edu



How CRA has influenced me throughout my 
career?
● Knowing the different paths

○ Ph.D. vs Work 
○ Academia vs Industry

● Making peace with my timeline
○ I had two little girls while doing my Ph.D.
○ Starting Ph.D. all over again

● Building my support network
○ Family and friends
○ Community (field and partners)
○ Service
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Building my network

• Family 
• Friends especially those that I made 

through CRA
• Community: Other fellow Ph.D. students, 

professors, and partners (VineCorps & 
Multicultural Latino Youth Center)

• Service: So important to give back!



Shruthi Kubatur
PhD (Electrical Engineering) from Purdue

Advisor: Prof. Mary Comer

PhD Thesis: Rare-event modeling and simulation using Gibbs 
distribution
Can we characterize images of natural systems with Gibbs 
distributions?
Can we model abnormal / rare behavior? (e.g. defects)

MS (Electrical Engg.) from U. Windsor, Canada

MS Thesis: Unconstrained handwriting recognition



Environment + Work Culture

CRA-WP topics that 
helped me

Disclaimer: Shruthi Kubatur does NOT represent or speak for Apple Inc., Berkeley Lights, Nikon 
Research Corp., or Purdue University. These are her individual opinions formed from personal 
experiences. This presentation does not contain directly or indirectly any proprietary material 
from any of the companies or organizations listed above.



Why does it take a grad student 5-6 
years to realize it pays to be 
present at conferences?







Come talk to us! CRA-WP is the place!



Come talk to us! CRA-WP is the place!

THANK 
YOU!


